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♀♀♀♀ 

Least Bittern: Males have black crown and back with or-

angey-brown sides and white underparts. Females light 

brown with white streaking on chest, dark brown back. Nests 

in marshes. Adhere to AOCs and CROs for wetlands. 

♂♂♂♂ 

Piping Plover: Breeding adults have buffish upperparts, 

white underparts, thin black band around neck, and orange 

bill with black tip. Nests on sandy beaches. Adhere to AOCs 

and CROs for lakes and ponds.  

Breeding Adult Non-breeding Adult 

Golden-winged Warbler: Adult males grey with black-and-

white face, yellow crown, and yellow patches on wings. Fe-

males lack the black bib. Nests in brushy areas, fens, and 

bogs. Adhere to AOCs and CROs for wetlands. Maintain a PZ 

of 3 m around nests outside of wetland areas. 

♂♂♂♂ ♀♀♀♀ 

Eastern Meadowlark: Breeding adults have bright yellow 

underparts with black “V”-shaped mark on chest. Streaked 

sides and back. Nests in grasslands, pastures, and meadows. 

Maintain a PZ of 300 m around nests.  

Breeding  Non-breeding 

Breeding Adult Non-breeding Adult 

Black Tern: Breeding adults have black head and chest with 
dark grey wings. Nonbreeding adults have white head and 
underparts with black crown and ear patch. Nests in freshwa-
ters with abundant marsh plants and open water. Adhere to 
AOCs and CROs for lakes, ponds, and wetlands.  

American White Pelican: Adults white with yellow-orange bill 
and legs. Black feathers on underside of wings visible when 
wings spread. Breeding adults have crest on crown and horn-
like growth on upper bill. Nest on islands in large lakes. Apply 
a precautionary zone of 300 m from outer nests. 

Bald Eagle: Adults have white heads and tails with dark 
brown bodies. Immatures mostly dark brown with patches of 
white. Nests in forested areas adjacent to large waterbodies. 
Maintain a PZ of 400 m around primary nests, 200 m around 
secondary nests, and 100 m around inactive nests. 

Bobolink: Breeding males are mostly black with a bright 
yellow crown, and white rump and shoulder patches. Females 
are golden-buff overall with blackish-brown crown and black 
streaking on upperparts. Nests in grasslands, meadows, and 
farm fields. Maintain a PZ of 300 m around nests. 

♂♂♂♂ ♀♀♀♀ 

Note: PZ = precau�onary zone 
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Bank Swallow: Adults are grey-brown above, white below 
with dark breast band. Immatures are similar but throat, upper 
breast, and wing edges are pale brown. Nests near streams, 
lakes, or ponds with steep banks. Maintain a PZ of 50 m from 
the outermost nests of breeding colonies. 

Barn Swallow: Adults have iridescent blue-black upperparts 
with rusty throat and forehead, creamy-orange underparts. 
Immatures have shorter tails and whitish underparts. Nests in 
barns or on bridges. Inspect all bridges for nests prior to re-
moval. Maintain a PZ of 5 m around occupied nests.  

♂♂♂♂ 

Canada Warbler: Breeding males grey above with yellow 
underparts and black markings around neckline. Females 
lighter grey above with grey streaking on breast. Nests in 
mixed forests with dense shrubby undergrowth. Maintain a PZ 
of 3 m around nests. 

♀♀♀♀ 

Chimney Swift: Adults are dark grey-brown with lighter col-
ouring on throat. Long, thin wings with cigar-shaped cylindri-
cal body. Nests mostly in chimneys but also in tree cavities. 
Maintain a PZ of 90 m around active and 20 m around inac-
tive cavity nests or roosts.  

Eastern Whip-poor-will: Camouflaged colouring of grey and 
brown. Blackish throat with white bib around border. Males 
have tails with white edges while females have buff coloura-
tion on tail edges. Nests in deciduous or mixed forest with 
abundant leaf litter. Maintain a PZ of 200 m around nests.  

Eastern Wood-pewee: Adults greyish olive with dark wings. 
Sides of breast dark with off-white throat and belly, and white 
wingbars. Immatures have buffy wingbars. Nests in open 
forests (generally deciduous) and forest edges. Maintain a PZ 
of 3 m around nests. 

Common Nighthawk: Camouflage colouring of grey, white, 
buff, and black. Long, dark wings with bright white patch to-
wards outer edge. White “V”-shaped throat patch and tail 
band visible in flight. Nests in open forests, grassland, burns, 
cutovers, rocky areas. Maintain a PZ of 200 m around nests.  

Eastern Loggerhead Shrike: Adults grey with black mask 
and wing patches, and white underparts. Immatures are buffy
-brownish on back and crown. Nests in grasslands, forest 
edges, riparian areas, and shrubby areas. Maintain a PZ of 
400 m around nests. 
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Olive-sided Flycatcher: Adults brownish olive with white 
center breast strip and belly and streaking on sides of breast. 
Nests in coniferous forests and around edges of bogs, ponds, 
clearings, and burns.  Maintain a PZ of 3 m around nests.  

Peregrine Falcon: Adults blue-grey above with dark horizon-
tal streaking on underparts and a dark head. Immatures with 
vertical streaks on underparts. Nests on cliffs and hunts in 
open landscapes. Maintain a PZ of 1000 m around cliff faces 
with active nests and 100 m around inactive nests. 

Breeding Adult Non-breeding Adult 

Horned Grebe: Breeding adults have black head and 
cheeks, reddish neck, and golden tufts behind eyes. Non-
breeding adults have white cheeks and underparts. Nests in 
ponds, lakes, or marshes with abundant aquatic plants. Ad-
here to AOCs and CROs for lakes, ponds, and wetlands. 

Golden Eagle: Adults brown with a golden sheen on the back 
of the head and neck. Immatures have neatly-defined white 
patches at the base of tail and in the wings. Found during 
migration. Maintain a PZ of 1000 m around occupied and 100 
m around unoccupied nests on cliff faces. Maintain a PZ of 
400 m around primary nests, 200 m around secondary nests, 
and 100 m around inactive nests in trees. 

Adult Immature 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Adults have bright-red heads, 
white underparts, and black backs with large white patches in 
the wings. Immatures brownish-black on upperparts and 
head. Nests in tree cavities in open forest and forest edges. 
Halt operations adjacent to nests until further instruction.  

Adult Immature 

Red Knot: Breeding adults have reddish face and chest with 
speckled brown and black upperparts. Nonbreeding adults 
mostly grey on upperparts with white underparts. Occurs 
during migration when it is found in shoreline habitats. Adhere 
to AOCs and CROs for lakes and ponds.   

Breeding Adult Non-breeding Adult 

Short-eared Owl: Adults mottled brown on upperparts with 
pale underparts and chest with thin dark streaking. Nests in 
grasslands, marshes, and fens. Maintain a PZ of 100 m 
around nests. 

Rusty Blackbird: Breeding males black with blue sheen on 
head and green on body. Breeding females dark grey with 
bluish sheen on wings and tail. Nests in wet open forests, 
including areas with fens, bogs, muskeg, and beaver ponds. 
Maintain a PZ of 3 m around nests.  

♂♂♂♂ ♀♀♀♀ 
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Yellow Rail: Adults have buffy underparts with dark brown 
upperparts and yellowish streaks on back. Usually heard 
rather than seen. It has a very distinctive ticking call. Nests 
made in marshes or wet meadows. Adhere to AOCs and 
CROs for wetlands.   

Wood Thrush: Adults reddish-brown above and bright white 
with black spots on underparts. Immatures have a more mut-
ed colour pattern. Nests in deciduous or mixed forest. More 
common in moist than dry forests. Maintain a PZ of 3 m 
around nests. 

Shortjaw Cisco: Small fish that can grow up to 40 cm long 
and weigh up to 1 kg. Greenish back, silvery sides with purple 
sheen, and white belly. Spends most of the year in deep wa-
ter but migrates to shallower water to mate and lay eggs. 
Adhere to aquatic and shoreline AOCs and CROs. 

Lake Sturgeon: Large freshwater fish up to 2 m long. Some-
what shark-like, body covered with large bony plates. Extend-
ed snout with whiskers. Brownish on back and sides with 
lighter belly. Inhabits freshwater lakes and rivers. Adhere to 
aquatic and shoreline AOCs and CROs. 

Northern Brook Lamprey: Eel-like fish up to 16 cm long. 
Has round, jawless mouth with teeth arranged in a circle. 
Greyish-brown on back and sides with pale grey or silvery 
white belly and 7 gill openings. Inhabits clear coolwater 
streams. Adhere to aquatic and shoreline AOCs and CROs. 

Cougar: Large wildcat with long-tail and rounded ears. Tawny 
or grey/brown in colour with black on tip of tail, sides of muz-
zle, and backs of ears. Inhabits large, undisturbed forests. 
Uses caves, rock piles, uprooted trees, dense thickets, and 
fallen logs for denning. Maintain a PZ of 200 m around dens. 

Silver Lamprey: Eel-like fish up to 39 cm long. Has round, 
jawless mouth with teeth arranged in a circle Greyish-brown 
on back and sides with silvery belly and 7 gill openings. Lar-
vae require relatively clean stream beds, while adults live in 
lakes. Adhere to aquatic and shoreline AOCs and CROs. 

American Badger: Long grey body with short dark legs and  

bold black and white stripes on head and face. Found in 

grass prairie, sand barrens and farmland. Dens in under-

ground burrows. Maintain a PZ of 850 m around dens. 
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Northern Long-eared and Little Brown Bat:s: These spe-
cies are very similar in appearance. Small with long glossy 
brown fur. Roosts in trees and buildings. Overwinters in caves 
or mines. Maintain a PZ of 200 m around hibernacula and 60 
m around roosting sites.  

Northern Long-eared Little Brown 

Woodland Caribou: Medium-sized ungulate. Brown summer 
coat turns greyish in winter, while neck, shoulders, underbel-
ly, & underside of the tail remain creamy white. Requires 
mature, undisturbed coniferous forest with low road densities. 
Maintain a PZ of 1000 m around unmapped calving lakes.  

Wolverine: Resembles a small bear with a bushy tail. Dark 
brown with a lighter yellowish stripe from neck down side of 
body and across base of tail. Prefers northern area with low 
human disturbance. Dens under boulders, fallen logs, or in 
snow drifts. Maintain a PZ of 4000 m around dens. 

Grey Fox: Similar to red fox but has grizzled grey fur with 
reddish accents and a black stripe that extends down to tip of 
tail. Found in deciduous forests and marshes. Dens usually in 
dense shrubs close to water, but also rock crevices, hollow 
trees, and burrows. Maintain a PZ of 100 m w around dens. 

Pygmy Snaketail: Dark brownish-black body, vivid yellow 

markings on abdomen and bright green markings on thorax. 

Larvae live in fast flowing rivers. Adults live adjacent to rivers. 

Maintain a PZ of 200 m around streams where found. 

Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee: Medium-sized (12 – 18 mm 

length), with a white-tipped abdomen. Occurs in a wide varie-

ty of habitats. Parasitizes colonies of other bumblebee spe-

cies. Maintain a PZ of 30 m around hives. 

Snapping Turtle: Large fresh-water turtle with powerful beak
-like jaws, clawed feet, and a long tail with triangular ridges. 
Inhabits shallow, slow-moving waters. Adhere to aquatic and 
shoreline AOCs and CROs. Maintain a PZ of 3 m around 
nesting areas found outside of shoreline AOCs. 

Monarch Butterfly: Adults bright orange with black veins and 
border with two rows of white dots. Caterpillars have yellow, 
black & white stripes and are found on milkweed around 
meadows and open areas. Maintain a PZ of 20 m w around 
microsites where caterpillars are found. 
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Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee: Medium-sized (12 – 18 mm 
length), with a white-tipped abdomen. Occurs in a wide varie-
ty of habitats. Parasitizes colonies of other bumblebee spe-
cies. Maintain a PZ of 30 m around microsites where hives 
are found. 

Flooded Jellyskin Lichen: Leaflike lichen up to 6 cm tall. 

Lobes bluish-grey, smooth, with brown fruiting bodies. Mainly 

found at the base of trees near woodland pools. Maintain a 

PZ of 30 m around woodland pools where found.  

Yellow-banded Bumblebee: Medium-sized with prominent 
yellow and black abdominal banding. Occurs in a diverse 
range of habitats. Usually nests underground in cavities. 
Maintain a PZ of 30 m around microsites where hives are 
found. 

Skillet Clubtail: Dark with vivid yellow markings on abdo-

men, greenish-yellow markings on thorax. Wide, circular flare 

at end of tail. Larvae inhabit slow-running waters. Maintain a 

PZ of 200 m around streams where found. 

Forked Three-awned Grass: Grows in clumps 30-50 cm tall. 

Bristle-like structures attached to flowers occur in threes. Dry, 

open and sandy areas. Halt operations adjacent to microsites 

where plants are found until further instruction. 

Small-flowered Lipocarpha: Tiny annual sedge that grows 

up to 20 cm tall and with narrow leaves ~0.5 mm in width. 

Small oval brown flowers near top of stem. Grows on sandy 

beaches. Adhere to aquatic and shoreline AOCs and CROs. 

Western Silvery Aster: Leaves covered in hairs, giving them 

a silvery appearance. Flowers violet to rose-purple. Savan-

nahs, prairies and open places. Halt operations adjacent to 

microsites where plants are found until further instruction. 
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Know what to do if you encounter Species at Risk (SAR): 
1. STOP: Immediately stop operations and pause to observe. 
2. RECORD: Operators or field personnel will record their wildlife or SAR habitat value observations. 
3. REPORT: Immediately report to your supervisor the details regarding the SAR observation or habitat value 
For forest operations located near potential SAR habitat values, these additional steps are required: 
4. IDENTIFY: Confirm whether you can positively identify the value with your supervisor. Minimum of two field person-

nel (including a Supervisor with Enhanced SAR Training) must agree on the species identification for any new wildlife 
or SAR values. 

5. PROTECT: Confirm whether you are clear on the Precautionary Zone applicable to the identified wildlife or SAR val-
ue (refer to  your SAR Field Card and  Invasive Species Field Cards) 

6. PROCEED OPERATING WITH PRECAUTION ONLY AS FOLLOWS IF positive species identification and clear un-
derstanding of Precautionary Zone of protection   
I. Flag the Precautionary Zone as required 
II. Mark the value and the Precautionary Zone on the sign off map being referenced on site by operators  
III. Proceed with operations outside the  Precautionary Zone  

7.  MOVE THE OPERATION OR SHUTDOWN if species identification is unconfirmed or Precautionary Zone is unclear 
I. Move the Operation or Shutdown 

8.  FOLLOW-UP: Company will provide follow-up direction as deemed necessary for the circumstances, to commence 
or adjust operations as follows:    
I. Confirmation of species identification  
II. Clarity Precautionary Zone of Protection 
III. Any new approved FMP AOC prescription that needs be applied in the field 

These field cards Identify some key regulated species at risk that you may see on the Sapawe Forest 

New for 2016: Supervisors with Enhanced Species at Risk Training and a copy of of this field card are available to all op-

erations. Contact your supervisor immediately regarding all possible SAR sightings. 


